
Firefighters and law enforcement personnel remove equipment from the roof of the apartment of alleged gunman

James Holmes. Photograph: Alex Brandon/AP

Police in Aurora, Colorado have successfully dismantled a potentially lethal booby trap

left at the home of suspected mass shooter James Holmes.

Holmes, who is accused of murdering 12 and injuring 58 others in an attack on a

midnight cinema showing of the latest Batman movie, is said to have rigged his

apartment with a trip wire that would have set off a device aimed at killing anyone

anyone who entered.

"We have been successful in defeating the first threat," Sgt Cassidee Carlson said outside

the home of the alleged shooter on Saturday.
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She added: "This trip wire was set up to clearly detonate when someone entered that

apartment. It was set up to kill that person which could have been a police officer

executing a search warrant."

The police spokeswoman added: "This is some serious stuff our team is dealing with."

Photographs taken of the inside show trip wires, jars of liquids and ammunition and

other objects that have been described as looking like "mortar rounds".

Police have evacuated several nearby apartment blocks in the area, a down-at-heel

working class neighbourhood of cheap rentals and rundown housing.

Earlier, Sgt Cassidee she had indicated that specialists may need to conduct a controlled

explosion at the apartment.

Police had feared that such a blast may have resulted in a fire taking hold. Surrounding

and inside the police cordon are at least three fire trucks and other vehicles, including

ambulances.

A fire truck ladder has been erected outside Holmes' building, reaching up the window

of his apartment on an upper floor.

The bizarre scene has stunned local residents, a few of whom spent the morning

standing outside the police tape. Blaise Stone, who has lived in the neighbourhood for

decades and is an unemployed construction worker, was blunt about the situation. "It is

weird and wacky," he said.

"I just hope that no else gets hurt, but its definitely strange that someone built a big

bomb in the middle of here. It's only a few blocks from my house."

Stone said he knew two people who had claimed to have met Holmes, including a

woman that the alleged gunman had tried to rent an apartment from.

But he added that neither had thought there was anything unusual about him.

"They didn't really think one way or the other about him. He didn't leave an

impression," he said.
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